Placement challenges: implications for long-term care of dementia sufferers.
Caregivers and long-term care staff seek appropriate placements for dementia sufferers, but there is little empirical research to guide such decision-making. However, recent national trends in mental health care have emphasized the placement of persons with serious mental illness in privatized, community-based residences. This body of empirical research has indicated that persons with psychosis, substance use disorder, assaultive behavior, and medication noncompliance have shorter tenure in these residential settings. These findings are also important for other, more traditional health care settings, as the patients discharged from community residences may require assistance on occasion from such other settings. This study continues the inquiry into the characteristics of patients with serious mental illness, who have shorter tenure in community residences. Dangerous behaviors, treatment-resistant psychosis, medical illnesses, and social-interpersonal skill deficiencies were common causes for discharge in this study. Since there remains a paucity of published empirical studies on the issue for patients with Alzheimer's disease and other dementias, we present the implications of, and guidelines for, addressing these issues in dementia sufferers in long-term care settings.